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FIRST LEG OF CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES 
CONCLUDES WITH SATURDAY’S SPIRAL,  

SUNDAY’S SUNLAND DERBY 
 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (Thursday, March 21, 2013) – The First Leg of 
the Championship Series on the “Road to the Kentucky Derby 
Presented by TwinSpires.com” wraps up this weekend with the 
$550,000 Horseshoe Casino Cincinnati Racing Spiral (Grade III) on 
Saturday and the $800,000 Sunland Derby (GIII) on Sunday. 
 
As part of the First Leg of the Championship Series, the Top 4 
finishers in the Spiral at Turfway Park and the Sunland Derby at 
Sunland Park will be awarded points on a 50-20-10-5 scale. The 
Second Leg of the Championship Series, where points will be 
awarded on a 100-40-20-10 scale, begins March 30 with the Besilu 
Stables Florida Derby (GI), Louisiana Derby (GII) and UAE Derby 
(GII). Churchill Downs officials estimate that between 30 and 40 
points will be needed to make the Kentucky Derby field, although it 
could be as low as 20. Earnings in non-restricted stakes races break all 
ties. 
 
The Spiral, which drew a full field of 12, is headed by two colts that 
will be making their 3-year-old debuts: Uncaptured (ranked No. 19 
in the Point Standings) and Balance the Books.  
 
Uncaptured, who completed the Iroquois (GIII) – Kentucky Jockey 
Club (GII) double at Churchill Downs to conclude his 2-year-old 
campaign, races for John Oxley, who won the Kentucky Derby 
Presented by Yum! Brands (GI) in 2001 with Monarchos. A 
Canadian-bred son of Lion Heart, Uncaptured was the only 
American-based juvenile to record at least six wins in 2012.  
 
Balance the Books won the With Anticipation (GII) and Bourbon 
(GIII) on the grass and then finished third in the Breeders’ Cup 
Juvenile Turf (GI) at Santa Anita in his final 2-year-old start. The 
Spiral, which will be run at 1 1/8 miles on Turfway’s Polytrack, will 
be the first off-the-turf start for the Chad Brown-trained Balance the 
Books.   
 
Other top contenders in the Spiral include multiple stakes winner 
Mac the Man, who has won his last three starts by a combined 14 ½ 
lengths, My Name is Michael (No. 41), beaten favorite in the Sam 
F. Davis (GIII) for Hall of Fame trainer Bill Mott, and the Todd 
Pletcher-trained Capo Bastone (No. 31), third in last year’s Grey 
Goose Breeders’ Cup Juvenile (GI) and FrontRunner (GI).  
 
The Spiral, which has produced Kentucky Derby winners Animal 
Kingdom (2011) and Lil E. Tee (1992), is scheduled as Race 10 with 
a post time of 5:50 p.m. (all times Eastern).  
 
The 1 1/8-mile Sunland Derby, which produced 2009 Kentucky 
Derby winner Mine That Bird, attracted a field of nine led by the 
Bob Baffert-trained duo of Shakin It Up and Govenor Charlie.  
 
Shakin It Up, the 5-2 morning-line favorite, has not finished off the 
board in four career starts and enters the Sunland Derby off a one-
length victory in the seven furlong San Vicente (GII). He will make 
his first start around two turns Sunday.  

Govenor Charlie will be making his third career start in the Sunland 
Derby. In his last start, he broke his maiden in a one-mile maiden 
special at Santa Anita over Footbridge, who returned to win his next 
start and is now eyeing the Toyota Blue Grass (GI).  
 
Both colts from the Baffert barn are dark bay or brown sons of 
Midnight Lute and were bred by Mike Pegram, who owns Govenor 
Charlie by himself and Shakin It Up in partnership with Dennis 
Cardoza.  
 
The 4-1 second choice is Abraham, a maiden winner at Gulfstream 
Park who ships in from Florida for Pletcher and owners WinStar 
Farm LLC and Twin Creeks Racing Stable. Pletcher and WinStar 
Farm teamed to win the 2010 Kentucky Derby with Super Saver. 
Bred in Kentucky by Dixiana Farms LLC, Abraham is a chestnut 
son of Distorted Humor, who sired 2003 Kentucky Derby winner 
Funny Cide.  
 
HORSESHOE CASINO CINCINNATI RACING SPIRAL (GIII) 
Saturday, March 23, $550,000, 3yo, 1 1/8 M, Turfway Park (R10), 5:50 p.m. 
ET. Television: TVG. Radio: HRRN on Sirius 93/XM 209. 
  # Horse Jockey Trainer  ML 
  1. Balance the Books Julien Leparoux Chad Brown   7-2  
  2. Channel Isle  Jon Court  D. Wayne Lukas 15-1  
  3. Uncaptured  Miguel Mena Mark Casse   3-1   
  4. Fear the Kitten Rosie Napravnik Mike Maker 15-1  
  5. My Name Is Michael Joel Rosario Bill Mott 10-1   
  6. For Greater Glory Robby Albarado Steve Hobby 20-1   
  7. Mac the Man Norberto Arroyo Jr. Jeff Greenhill   5-1  
  8. General Election Albin Jimenez  Kellyn Gorder 12-1 
  9. Black Onyx Joe Bravo Kelly Breen 10-1 
10. Giant Finish Jose Espinoza Tony Dutrow 15-1 
11. Taken by the Storm  Alan Garcia  Ken McPeek 12-1 
12. Capo Bastone John Velazquez Todd Pletcher   9-2 
   

SUNLAND DERBY (GIII) 
Sunday, March 24, $800,000, 3yo, 1 1/8 M, Sunland Park (R11), 7:40 p.m. ET. 
Television: TVG 
  # Horse Jockey Trainer  ML 
  1. Just Win Baby Alonso Quinonez Oscar Garcia 10-1  
  2. Abraham John Velazquez  Todd Pletcher   4-1  
  3. Stormdriver  Ry Eikleberry Kevin Eikleberry 12-1   
  4. Shakin It Up David Flores Bob Baffert   5-2  
  5. Saint Prado Rafael Bejarano Jeff Bonde   8-1   
  6. Dry Summer Carlos Madeira Joel Marr   5-1   
  7. Govenor Charlie Martin Garcia Bob Baffert   6-1  
  8. Mudflats Edwin Maldonado Doug O’Neill   6-1 
  9. Show Some Magic Luis Contreras Henry Dominguez   8-1  
 

PEDIGREE NOTES 

 
SPIRAL 
#3 Uncaptured – ½ to multiple-stakes winner Dancing Raven  
#8 General Election – ½ to multiple Grade-I placed Ready’s Echo 
#9 Black Onyx – ½ to stakes winner Francois 
 

SUNLAND DERBY 
#3 Stormdriver – out of stakes winner Prom Date 
#5 Saint Prado – full to multiple Puerto Rican graded stakes winner Sweet 
Kitten 
#6 Dry Summer – out of stakes winner Greenstreet 
#7 Govenor Charlie – ½ to stakes winner Crisis of Spirit  
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ROAD TO THE KENTUCKY DERBY TOP 30 
  # Horse Points Trainer       NRSE 
  1. Will Take Charge 60 D. Wayne Lukas    $512,971   
  2.  Vyjack 50 Rudy Rodriguez     $405,000 
  3. Orb 50 Shug McGaughey III    $240,000 
  4. Verrazano 50 Todd Pletcher    $210,000 
  5. Hear the Ghost 50 Jerry Hollendorfer    $195,400 
  6. Oxbow 36 D. Wayne Lukas     $316,000   
  7. Flashback 30 Bob Baffert    $180,000 
  8. Goldencents 29 Doug O’Neill    $758,000 
  9. Shanghai Bobby 24 Todd Pletcher $1,731,000 
10. Java’s War 22 Ken McPeek     $201,772 
11. Den’s Legacy 20 Bob Baffert    $325,000 
12.  Falling Sky 20 John Terranova II    $157,500 
13. West Hills Giant 20 John Terranova II      $89,000 
14. Code West 20 Bob Baffert      $80,000 
15. Dynamic Sky  13 Mark Casse     $289,168 
16. Speak Logistics 11 Eddie Plesa Jr.        $52,500 
17. Itsmyluckyday 10 Eddie Plesa Jr.     $393,600 
18. Overanalyze 10 Todd Pletcher    $308,381 
19. Uncaptured 10 Mark Casse    $292,374 
20. Super Ninety Nine 10 Bob Baffert    $218,000 
21. Power Broker 10 Bob Baffert    $210,000 
22. Revolutionary 10 Todd Pletcher    $120,000 
t-23. Elnaawi 10 Kiaran McLaughlin      $40,000 
t-23. Palace Malice  10 Todd Pletcher      $40,000 
25. Tiz a Minister 10 Paul Aguirre      $36,000 
26. Texas Bling   9 Danele Durham    $241,200 
27. Siete de Oros   7 Ramon Preciado      $80,000 
28. He’s Had Enough   6 Doug O’Neill    $442,000 
29. Fear the Kitten   6 Mike Maker      $84,890 
30. Tesseron   5 Josie Carroll      $49,017
   

QUOTABLE 

 
TRAINER MARK CASSE ON UNCAPTURED – “I have to tell 
you that there’ve been some moments through the wintertime that I 
wasn’t so sure that we had any chance of making the Derby.  I feel 
like now, the way he’s trained, I’m not so sure he’s not training better 
than ever. I know he looks better than ever.  He’s grown; he’s now 
about 16-3 (hands).  He’s just a picture of health … We already know 
he likes Churchill Downs.  My plan is to go in the Spiral and then 
hopefully come back in the Blue Grass and then the Kentucky 
Derby.” 
 
TRAINER CHAD BROWN TO DAILY RACING FORM ON 
BALANCE THE BOOKS – “He’s doing great. We’ll take a shot on 
the Poly and see how he does. He had a lot of training and racing at 2, 
so the break did him real well. We’re eager to get his year started.” 
 
TRAINER JEFF GREENHILL ON MAC THE MAN – “His 
races at Turfway have been visually impressive.  He’s laid down some 
pretty impressive speed figures … So what I would say about the 
Turfway races are they looked good and he came out of them great; 
not really spent, bounced around the shed row the next day.  And so 
I’'m like everybody else: Is Mac the Man for real, or has he just 
managed to win three at Turfway Park and just be another 3-year-old? 
And I’m anxious to find out the answer to that question.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TAKING SHAPE 

 
The possible fields for Kentucky Derby Championship Series races 
are fluid as horsemen vie for points on the “Road to the Kentucky 
Derby Presented by TwinSpires.com.” 
 
Below are known horses mentioned to be under consideration for 
each race based on published news reports and other sources with 
their Road to the Kentucky Derby point totals in parenthesis. Again, 
the shape of these fields is fluid and some horses are considered 
“possible” in multiple races.  
 
SPIRAL – Entered: Uncaptured (10 points), Fear the Kitten (6), 
Capo Bastone (4), My Name Is Michael (2), Channel Isle (1), Balance 
the Books (0), For Greater Glory (0), Mac the Man (0) and Taken by 
the Storm (0). Not Triple Crown Nominated (Early): Black Onyx 
(0) General Election (0) and Giant Finish (0). 
 
SUNLAND DERBY – Entered: Dry Summer (1 point), Abraham 
(0), Govenor Charlie (0), Just Win Baby (0), Mudlfats (0), Saint Prado 
(0), Shakin It Up (0) and Stormdriver (0). Not Triple Crown 
Nominated (Early): Show Some Magic (0). 
 
FLORIDA DERBY – Orb (50 points), Shanghai Bobby (24), 
Itsmyluckyday (10), Frac Daddy (4), Dewey Square (2), Joshua’s 
Comprise (1) and Merit Man (0). Not Triple Crown Nominated 
(Early): Pick of the Litter (0). 
 
LOUISIANA DERBY – Code West (20), Palace Malice (10), 
Revolutionary (10), Golden Soul (4), Dewey Square (2), Mylute (2), 
Ground Transport (0), Proud Strike (0) and Titletown Five (0). Not 
Triple Crown Nominated (Early): Nina’s Dragon (4), Departing 
(0), Hip Four Sixtynine (0) and Sunbeam (0). 
 
UAE DERBY – He’s Had Enough (6), Fortify (3) and Lines of 
Battle (0). Not Triple Crown Nominated (Early): Dice Flavor (10), 
Elleval-IRE (0), Keiai Leone-JPN (0), Law Enforcement-IRE (0), 
Now Spun (0), Secret Number-GB (0), f-Shuruq (0) and Snowboarder 
(0). Southern Hemisphere 3-year-olds (Ineligible): Emotif-ARG 
(0) and Zahee-NZ. 
  
WOOD MEMORIAL – Verrazano (50), Vyjack (50), West Hills 
Giant (20), Speak Logistics (11), Elnaawi (10), Power Broker (10), 
Siete de Oros (7), Normandy Invasion (4), Always in a Tiz (2), Dewey 
Square (2), Mr Palmer (0), Tiz the Truth (0), Transparent (0) and War 
Academy (0). Not Triple Crown Nominated (Early): Go Get the 
Basil (0) and The Truth and K.G. (0). 
 
SANTA ANITA DERBY – Hear the Ghost (50), Flashback (30), 
Goldencents (29), Power Broker (10), Super Ninety Nine (10), Tiz a 
Minister (10), Demonic (0), Tiz the Truth (0) and War Academy (0).  
 
ARKANSAS DERBY – Oxbow (36), Den’s Legacy (20), Falling Sky 
(20), Overanalyze (10), Texas Bling (9), Dewey Square (2), Heaven’s 
Runaway (2) and War Academy (0). 
 
BLUE GRASS – Will Take Charge (60), Java’s War (22), Dynamic 
Sky (13), Bambazonki (0), Charming Kitten (0), Footbridge (0), Noble 
Tune (0), Rydilluc (0) and War Academy (0). Not Triple Crown 
Nominated (Early): Up With the Birds (0). 
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NBC SPORTS’ “ROAD TO KENTUCKY DERBY” 
KICKS OFF SATURDAY AT 6 P.M. WITH PREVIEW 

 
The Jockey Club, in collaboration with the NBC Sports Group, will 
kick off the Road to Kentucky Derby series with a 30-minute special 
previewing the Triple Crown season on Saturday, March 23, on the 
NBC Sports Network from 6-6:30 p.m. EDT. 
  
The NBC Sports Network Channel Finder is located at 
nbcsports.msnbc.com. NBC Sports Network is available on DISH 
Network channel 151 and DIRECTV channel 603, and airs in 
Louisville on Insight Communications channel 549 and AT&T U-
verse channel 640.  
 
The special, produced by America’s Best Racing, will provide a 
comprehensive look at the top contenders for the 2013 Kentucky 
Derby Presented by Yum! Brands, as well as features on jockeys Gary 
Stevens and Rosie Napravnik, and the six recent college graduates 
who are now serving as “brand ambassadors” for America’s Best 
Racing. 
 
The live racing telecasts commence on Saturday, March 30, with the 
Besilu Florida Derby from Gulfstream Park and the Louisiana Derby 
from Fair Grounds Race Course & Slots on NBC Sports Network 
from 6-7 p.m. EDT. 
 
The Wood Memorial from Aqueduct Racetrack and the Santa Anita 
Derby from Santa Anita Park will air on NBC Sports Network on 
Saturday, April 6, from 6-7:30 p.m. EDT. 
 
The series will conclude on Saturday, April 13, with 2 ½ hours of 
continuous coverage spread across two networks. A 90-minute live 
broadcast on NBC featuring the Toyota Blue Grass Stakes from 
Keeneland Race Course will be followed by a one-hour broadcast on 
the NBC Sports Network featuring the Arkansas Derby. The NBC 
telecast will air from 4:30-6 p.m. EDT; the NBC Sports Network 
telecast will air from 6-7 p.m. EDT. 
 
All six races fall into the highest tier on Churchill Downs’ new points 
system to determine starters for the 139th running of the Kentucky 
Derby on Saturday, May 4, on NBC. The points system features 36 
stakes races overall and 17 marquee events for 3-year-old 
Thoroughbreds that comprise a 10-week run up to the first Saturday 
in May. 
  
America’s Best Racing, initiated and funded by The Jockey Club and 
promoted in association with NTRA Communications, is a 
multimedia fan development platform designed to increase the profile 
and visibility of North America’s best Thoroughbred racing events, 
with a primary focus on the sport’s lifestyle and competition. 
Additional information is available at followhorseracing.com. 
 
The brand ambassadors are traveling around the country in an 
“ABRV” bus, promoting Thoroughbred racing’s lifestyle scene and 
premier events. The tour kicked off at the South by Southwest 
Festival in Austin, Texas, March 8-17. 
 

HRRN’S “ROAD TO THE KENTUCKY DERBY”  
CONTINUES SATURDAY WITH SPIRAL STAKES 

 
Saturday’s Spiral Stakes from Turfway Park will be broadcast 
nationally from 5-6 p.m. by the Horse Racing Radio Network 
(HRRN) – the exclusive home of Kentucky Derby 139 – on Sirius 93 
and online at www.horseracingradio.net. 

REGISTRATION FOR “ROAD TO THE ROSES” FANTASY 
GAME OPENS FRIDAY AT NOON,  

 
Registration for Churchill Downs Racetrack’s 2013 version of “Road 
to the Roses Presented by TwinSpires.com” opens Friday at noon 
EDT and will continue through Thursday, March 28 at 5 p.m. EDT. 
 
Participants in the free Kentucky Derby online fantasy game at 
www.KentuckyDerby.com are invited to select a stable of six 3-year-
old Thoroughbreds nominated to the Kentucky Derby and Triple 
Crown races – there’s a limit of five stables per person – and earn 
points for a Top 4 finish in “Kentucky Derby Championship Series” 
races. 
 
The grand prize for the stable that amasses the highest point total is a 
package estimated at $5,000 that includes a VIP trip for two to the 
2014 Kentucky Derby and Kentucky Oaks, air travel, hotel 
accommodations and other official Kentucky Derby items. Prizes will 
be awarded to the Top 25 finishers. 
 
Scoring opportunities for participating stables will begin Saturday, 
March 30 – the start of Leg 2 of the “Kentucky Derby Championship 
Series” on the new “Road to the Kentucky Derby” point system that 
determines eligibility of horses to compete in America’s Greatest Race 
– and conclude with the 139th running of the $2 million Kentucky 
Derby Presented by Yum! Brands (Grade I) on Saturday, May 4. 
 
The six-week, 10-race version of “Road to the Roses” includes seven 
events with scoring on the Derby eligibility points scale of 100-40-20-
10 for their respective top four finishers; two “Wild Card” races with 
scoring of 20-8-4-2; and the Kentucky Derby, in which 200-80-40-20 
will be awarded to the Top 4 finishers.  
 
As in past years, there is a tie-breaking system in place should “Road 
to the Roses” end with a logjam at the top of the standings. Players 
will be required to submit their estimate on the official running time 
of Kentucky Derby 139 to the hundredth of a second without going 
over the official time. For instance, last year’s winning time for 
Kentucky Derby winner I’ll Have Another was 2:01.83.  
 
Participating players will be required to provide an e-mail address and 
a username at time of registration. No changes or additions to stable 
rosters will be permitted during the six weeks of the “Road to the 
Roses” competition. Player standings will be updated at 
www.KentuckyDerby.com on the day after all game-affecting races.   
 
Along with the two tickets to the 2014 Kentucky Derby and 
Kentucky Oaks, the grand prize package includes round-trip coach air 
transportation for the winner and a guest (or a $500 betting voucher if 
the winner resides within a 200-mile radius of Churchill Downs), 
hotel accommodations for two for three nights, a VIP backstretch 
tour on Kentucky Oaks morning, a visit to the paddock on Derby 
Day, a $500 wagering voucher, a $500 credit to 
KentuckyDerbyStore.com, a limited edition gold leaf Kentucky Derby 
glass, a Kentucky Derby jacket and an official Kentucky Derby 
commemorative print.   
 
Prize packages for the runner-up and third-place finisher include 
TwinSpires.com credit or cash, credit to KentuckyDerbyStore.com 
and other official Kentucky Derby items. The fourth-through-25th 
finishers will receive the limited edition gold leaf Kentucky Derby 139 
glass. 
 
More than 24,000 stables participated in last year’s “Road to the 
Roses” Kentucky Derby online fantasy game. 
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10 THINGS TO KNOW THIS WEEKEND 

 
1.   Uncaptured, winner of the Kentucky Jockey Club at Churchill 
Downs and one of the winter-book favorites for Kentucky Derby 
139, makes his 3-year-old debut in Saturday’s Spiral at Turfway Park.  
 
2.   Balance the Books, a multiple graded-stakes winner on the turf 
as a juvenile, will attempt to prove he can run on another surface 
when he runs in the Spiral on Turfway’s Polytrack surface.   
 
3.  Mac the Man, a multiple-stakes winner at Turfway Park, will test 
graded-stakes company for the first time in the Spiral.  
 
4.  The Bob Baffert-trained duo of Shakin It Up and Govenor 
Charlie are two of the top contenders in Sunday’s $800,000 Sunland 
Derby. Baffert currently trains five of the Top 21 in the “Road to the 
Kentucky Derby Presented by TwinSpires.com” Point Standings.  
 
5.  Team Valor International could accomplish an interesting feat at 
Turfway Park on Saturday and present a winner’s trophy to 
themselves. They will start the Triple Crown-nominated Crop Report 
in the Team Valor Rushaway on the Spiral undercard.  
 
6.  Hollywood Starlet winner Pure Fun, a top contender for the 
Kentucky Oaks, will make her 3-year-old debut in Saturday’s Fathead 
Bourbonette Oaks (GIII) at Turfway Park on Saturday.  
 
7.  Midnight Lucky, who turned heads with a 7 ¼-length maiden 
special victory at Santa Anita in February, headlines a field of eight 
entered in the Sunland Park Oaks on Sunday.  
 
8.   The registration period for “Road to the Roses Presented by 
TwinSpires.com,” Churchill Downs’ free Kentucky Derby online 
fantasy game, begins Friday at noon runs through March 28 at 5 p.m. 
Players can sign-up online at www.KentuckyDerby.com.    
 
9.   Pool 3 of the Kentucky Derby Future Wager, the final future 
wager pool of 2013, opens Friday at noon and closes Sunday at 6 p.m. 
 
10. The late nomination period for the 2013 Triple Crown, which 
requires payment of a $6,000 fee with each nominee, ends Saturday at 
11:59 p.m. For more information, visit www.TheTripleCrown.com.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GET TO KNOW LAST WEEK’S WINNER 

 

WILL TAKE CHARGE – REBEL 
• Chestnut colt by Unbridled’s Song 

• Purchased for $425,000 at the 2011 Keeneland September Yearling 
Sale 

• “Road to the Kentucky Derby” points leader with 60 

• Out of multiple Grade I winner Take Charge Lady, who finished 
second to Farda Amiga in the 2002 Kentucky Oaks 

• Half-brother to Take Charge Indy, who finished 19th in the 2012 
Kentucky Derby after winning the Florida Derby 

• Won the Rebel at Oaklawn Park by a head over stablemate Oxbow 
and paid $58 to win 

 
Owned by Willis Horton 

• Native of Marshall, Ark. 

• Previously involved in D.R. Horton Homes, one of the largest 
homebuilders in the United States 

• Owned 2006 Kentucky Oaks winner Lemons Forever with his 
brother, Leon, his nephew, Terry, and trainer, Dallas Stewart  

• Has never started a horse in the Kentucky Derby 
 
Trained by D. Wayne Lukas  

• Born in Antigo, Wisc. on Sept. 2, 1935; would surpass Charlie 
Whittingham (76) as oldest trainer to win Kentucky Derby at age 77 

• Resides in Louisville, Ky.  

• Four-time Kentucky Derby winning trainer: Winning Colors (1988), 
Thunder Gulch (1995), Grindstone (1996) and Charismatic (1999) 

• Four-time Kentucky Oaks winning trainer: Brush With Pride (1982), 
Lucky Lucky Lucky (1984), Open Mind (1989) and Seaside Attraction 
(1990) 

• Enshrined in horse racing’s Hall of Fame in 1999 

• Four-time Eclipse Award winner for Outstanding Trainer: 1985-87, 
’94  

• Leads all trainers in Derby starters with 45 

• Leads all trainers in Breeders’ Cup victories with 19 

• Leading trainer by career earnings with more than $262 million 

• Shares the record for most Triple Crown victories, 13, with “Sunny” 
Jim Fitzsimmons.  

• Kentucky Derby record: 45-4-1-5 
 
Ridden by Jon Court 

• Born in La Verne, Calif. on Nov. 23, 1960 

• Began riding career in 1980 at the now defunct Centennial Park in 
Colorado 

• Wife, Krystal, is the daughter of trainer “Jinks” Fires 

• Ranked 16th in career wins at Churchill Downs with 424 

• Recipient of the George Woolf Memorial Jockey Award, which is 
presented by fellow riders to a jockey who demonstrates outstanding 
character on and off the racetrack, in 2007 

• Has won riding titles at Oaklawn Park, Ellis Park, Hoosier Park, 
Turfway and Birmingham 

• Kentucky Derby record: 2-0-0-0 

• Road in the Kentucky Derby in 2011 (15th aboard Archarcharch) and 
2012 (11th aboard Optimizer) 

 
Bred in Kentucky by Eaton   

• Eaton is owned and operated by Reiley McDonald 

• McDonald, along with former partner Tom VanMeter, purchased 
Eaton from founder, Lee Eaton, in 1995 

• Lee Eaton, in partnership with Red Bull Stable, bred 1976 Kentucky 
Derby winner Bold Forbes 

• Eaton Sales purchased Will Take Charge’s dam, Take Charge Lady, 
for $4.2 million at the 2004 Keeneland November Breeding Stock 
sale. The foal she was carrying, later named Charming, was sold as a 
yearling in 2006 for $3.2 million 

• Farm is located in Lexington off Newtown Pike 
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HORSESHOE CASINO CINCINNATI SPIRAL 

 
Inaugurated: 1972 
Running: 42nd Running 
Distance: 1 1/8 Miles on Polytrack (1 M 1972-81; 1 1/16 M 1982-87) (Run 

on Dirt, 1972-2005) 
Racetrack: Turfway Park (Florence, Ky.) (Run at Latonia 1972-86) 
Race Background: Race serves as a springboard to the Kentucky Derby or a 

steppingstone to Blue Grass or Lexington at Keeneland. 
Stakes Record: 1:46.70, Hansel (1991) 
Stakes Record on Polytrack: 1:49.41, Hard Spun (2007)  
Highest Winning Beyer Speed Figure (since 1992): 114, f-Serena’s Song 

(1995) & Event of the Year (1998) 
Lowest Winning Beyer Speed Figure (since 1992): 87, With a City (2006) 
Average Winning Beyer Speed Figure (since 1992): 98.95 (2,078/21) 
Last Horse to Exit Race & Finish in Derby Top 3: 2011 winner Animal 

Kingdom won that year’s Kentucky Derby. 
Last Year’s Top 4: Went the Day Well (1:51.33 by 3 ½ lengths at 5.20-1), 

Holiday Promise, Heavy Breathing (2.20-1 favorite) and Handsome Mike.  
Name Origin:  Sponsored by Horseshoe Casino Cincinnati in 2013. Also 

known as the Jim Beam (1982-98), GalleryFurniture.com (1999), Lanes’ End 
(2002-10) and Vinery Racing (2011-12). 

Miscellaneous: Awarded Grade III status in 1984 … Jumped to Grade II 
status from 1988-2010 … Returned to Grade III status in 2011 …           
Run in split divisions in 1973-75, and ’77-78 … Seven horses have run in 
both the Spiral and Blue Grass since 2008 … Three champion 3-year-olds 
won the race: Hansel (1991), Prairie Bayou (1993) and Animal Kingdom 
(2011). 

Road to the Kentucky Derby: Kentucky Derby Championship Series, 1st Leg 
Road to the Kentucky Derby Points: 50 for first, 20 for second, 10 for third 

and 5 for fourth. (Note: Points are worth 5X more than races within the 
Kentucky Derby Prep Season). 

 
Spiral Winners Last 10 Years 
Year Horse Derby Trainer  
2012 Went the Day Well 4th  Graham Motion 

2011 Animal Kingdom 1st Graham Motion 

2010 Dean’s Kitten 14th Mike Maker 
2009 Hold Me Back 12th Bill Mott 
2008 Adriano 19th Graham Motion 
2007 Hard Spun 2nd Larry Jones 
2006 With A City - Mike Maker 
2005 Flower Alley 9th Todd Pletcher 
2004 Sinister G - John Toscano Jr. 
2003 New York Hero - Jennifer Pedersen 
 
Spiral Starters in Derby Last 10 Years: 16-1-1-0 
Year (Gr.) Horse Prep Derby Odds 
2012-III (S) Went the Day Well 1st 4th  30.60-1 

2011-III (S)  Animal Kingdom 1st 1st 20.90-1 

2011-III (S)  Decisive Moment 2nd 14th  39.30-1 
2011-III (S)  Twinspired 3rd 17th  32.90-1 
2010-II (S)  Dean’s Kitten 1st 14th 25.70-1 
2009-II (S)  Hold Me Back 1st 12th  12.70-1 
2009-II (S)  Flying Private 2nd 19th  46.60-1 
2009-II (S)  West Side Bernie 6th 9th 32.40-1 
2008-II (S)  Adriano 1st 19th 28.90-1 
2007-II (S)  Hard Spun 1st 2nd 10.00-1 
2007-II (S)  Sedgefield 2nd 5th  58.60-1 
2006-II (S)  Seaside Retreat 2nd  10th   52.50-1 
2005-II  Flower Alley 1st  9th  41.30-1 
2005-II  Andromeda’s Hero 5th  8th  57.30-1 
2005-II  Spanish Chestnut 6th 16th  71.00-1 
2004-II  Birdstone 5th 8th  21.20-1 
 
Derby Winners from Spiral: 2 (2 won both races) 
KD Year Horse Prep Trainer  

2011 Animal Kingdom 1st Graham Motion 

1992 Lil E. Tee 1st Lynn Whiting 

 

 

SUNLAND DERBY 

 
Inaugurated: 2003 
Running:11th   
Distance: 1 1/8 M (1 1/16 M 2003-04) 
Racetrack: Sunland Park (Sunland Park, N.M.) 
Race Background: Race serves as a springboard to the Kentucky Derby or a 

steppingstone to races such as the Arkansas Derby, Blue Grass or 
Lexington. 

Stakes Record: 1:48.46, Endorsement (2010) 
Highest Winning Beyer Speed Figure (since 1992): 102, Song of Navarone 

(2007) 
Lowest Winning Beyer Speed Figure (since 1992): 85, Kelly Leak (2009) 
Average Winning Beyer Speed Figure (since 1992): 93.30 (933/10) 
Last Horse to Exit Race & Finish in Derby Top 3: 2009 fourth-place 

finisher Mine That Bird won that year’s Kentucky Derby.  
Last Year’s Top 4: Daddy Nose Best (1:48.59 by ¾-length at 3.70-1), Isn’t He 

Clever, Stirred Up and No Spin. Castaway (1.70-1 favorite) finished seventh 
of eight. 

Miscellaneous: Received Grade III status in 2010 … Race was positioned 
five weeks out 2003-06 and ’09-10, and seven weeks out 2007-08 …Race 
was known as the WinStar Derby from 2003-08 … Purse history: $500,000 
(2003-05), $600,000 (2006-08), $900,000 (2009), $800,000 (2010-present) … 
2010 winner Endorsement was withdrawn from the Kentucky Derby when 
a non-displaced condylar fracture of the right front leg was discovered on 
the morning of the post position draw. 

Road to the Kentucky Derby: Kentucky Derby Championship Series, 1st Leg 
Road to the Kentucky Derby Points: 50 for first, 20 for second, 10 for third 

and 5 for fourth. (Note: Points are worth 5X more than races within the 
Kentucky Derby Prep Season). 

  
Sunland Derby Winners Last 10 Years 
Year Horse Derby Trainer  
2012 Daddy Nose Best 10th  Steve Asmussen 
2011 Twice the Appeal 10th Jeff Bonde 
2010 Endorsement - Shannon Ritter 
2009 Kelly Leak - Mike Machowsky 
2008 Liberty Bull - Tom Amos 
2007 Song of Navarone - Henry Dominguez 
2006 Wanna Runner - Bob Baffert 
2005 Thor’s Echo - Doug O’Neill 
2004 Hi Teck Man - Johnnie Nall 
2003 Excessivepleasure - Doug O’Neill 
 
Sunland Park Derby Starters in Derby Last 10 Years: 6-1-0-0 
Year (Gr.) Horse Prep Derby Odds 
2012-III Daddy Nose Best 1st 10th  14.00-1 
2011-III  Twice the Appeal 1st 10th  11.90-1 
2010-III  Conveyance 2nd 15th  27.00-1 

2009  Mine That Bird 4th 1st  50.60-1 

2009  Advice 5th 13th  49.00-1 
2005  Sort It Out 3rd  17th  61.90-1 
 
Derby Winners from Sunland Derby: 1 
KD Year Horse Prep Trainer  
2009 Mine That Bird 4th  Chip Woolley 
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OAKS AT A GLANCE 

 
“The Road to the Kentucky Oaks” Championship Series continues 
this weekend with Saturday’s Fathead Bourbonette Oaks (GIII) at 
Turfway Park and Sunday’s Sunland Park Oaks at Sunland Park and 
points to the Top 4 finishers will be awarded on a 50-20-10-5 scale.  
 
The full field of 12 in the Bourbonette Oaks is headlined by Pure 
Fun (ranked No. 17 in the Point Standings), who ended her juvenile 
season with a 9 ¼-length victory in an allowance at Churchill Downs 
and a last-to-first win in the Hollywood Starlet (GI) at Betfair 
Hollywood Park.  
 
The Sunland Park Oaks, which drew a field of eight Kentucky Oaks 
(GI) hopefuls, is topped by the Bob Baffert-trained Midnight 
Lucky, who made headlines when breaking her maiden by 7 ¼ 
lengths at Santa Anita in February. Baffert used the Sunland Park 
Oaks as a final prep for 2011 Kentucky Oaks winner Plum Pretty.  
 
Other top contenders in the Sunland Park Oaks are multiple-stakes 
winner Unusual Way, Majestic River, who finished ¾-length 
behind Emollient in an allowance at Gulfstream in her most recent 
start, and Countess Curlin, who was won her last three starts by a 
combined 13 lengths.  
 
The Bourbonette Oaks and Sunland Park Oaks will wrap up the First 
Leg of the Championship Series on the “Road to the Kentucky 
Oaks.” The Second Leg of the Championship Series, where points 
will be awarded to the Top 4 on a 100-40-20-10 scale, begins March 
30 with the Fair Grounds Oaks (GII) and Gulfstream Park Oaks 
(GII).          
 
FATHEAD BOURBONETTE OAKS (GIII) 
Saturday, March 23, $100,000, 3yo F, 1 M, Turfway Park (R9), 5:14 p.m. ET.  
Television: TVG 
  # Horse Jockey Trainer  ML 
  1. Street of Gold Ben Creed  Eric Reed    30-1    
  2. Marathon Lady  Robby Albarado   Steve Hobby 12-1    
  3. Miss Squeal   Alan Garcia Rusty Arnold  12-1    
  4. Le Fascinator  Joel Rosario Graham Motion     6-1    
  5. Pure Fun  Garrett Gomez Ken McPeek   8-5       
  6. Always Kitten Rosie Napravnik Mike Maker  20-1 
  7. Anahauc Miguel Mena Bernie Flint   20-1 
  8. Corporate Culture Julien Leparoux Chad Brown 10-1 
  9. Martha’s Moon Joe Bravo John Servis 10-1 
10.  Broken Spell Jon Court D. Wayne Lukas   8-1 
11.  Silsita John Velazquez Todd Pletcher   6-1 
12. Awesome Mama Norberto Arroyo Jr. Shannon Ritter 10-1 
 

SUNLAND PARK OAKS  
Sunday, March 24, $200,000, 3yo F, 1 1/16 M, Sunland Park (R9), 7:08 p.m. ET.  
Television: TVG  
  # Horse Jockey Trainer  ML 
  1. Unusual Way Edwin Maldonado  Jeff Bonde      7-2    
  2. Canticle  Alfredo Juarez Jr.    Chris Hartman   8-1    
  3. Majestic River   John Velazquez Todd Pletcher    4-1    
  4. Fraudulentfootnote  Duane Sterling Ike Green   20-1      
  5. Midnight Lucky  Rafael Bejarano Bob Baffert   5-2       
  6. Countess Curlin  Luis Contreras  Steve Asmussen     5-1 
  7. Shesatopattraction  Enrique Gomez Henry Dominguez   10-1 
  8. Infinitely  Ken Tohill Joel Marr 15-1 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROAD TO THE KENTUCKY OAKS TOP 20 
  # Horse Points Trainer       NRSE 
  1. Beholder 64 Richard Mandella $1,320,000 
  2.  Rose to Gold 64 Sal Santoro     $477,889 
  3. Unlimited Budget 60 Todd Pletcher    $270,000 
  4. Live Lively  50 Mark Hennig    $150,000 
  5. Elghayoor 50 Kiaran McLaughlin    $105,000 
  6. Dreaming of Julia 32 Todd Pletcher    $539,000 
  7. Fiftyshadesofhay 30 Bob Baffert    $110,250 
  8. Promise Me More 20 Wes Hawley       $83,500 
  9. Flashy Gray 20 Bill Mott      $30,000 
10. Highestmaintenance 20 Todd Pletcher      $20,000 
11. Scarlet Strike 18 Jerry Hollendorfer    $180,100 
12. Executiveprivilege 15 Bob Baffert    $910,000 
13. Touch Magic 14 Patrick Devereux Jr.     $183,000 
14. Seaneen Girl  14 Bernie Flint     $143,621 
15. Spring in the Air 10 Mark Casse    $361,722 
16 Spring Venture 10 Mark Casse     $282,909 
17. Pure Fun 10 Ken McPeek    $260,500 
18. Renee’s Titan 10 Doug O’Neill    $148,250 
19. Princess of Sylmar 10 Todd Pletcher    $120,000 
20. Sister Ginger 10 Steve Asmussen      $71,000 

 

KENTUCKY DERBY FUTURE WAGER  
POOL 3 FIELD 

 

# Horse Trainer ML 
1 Code West Bob Baffert 30-1 
2 Den’s Legacy Bob Baffert 50-1 
3 Falling Sky John Terranova II 50-1 
4 Flashback Bob Baffert 12-1 
5 Goldencents Doug O’Neill 30-1 
6 Hear the Ghost Jerry Hollendorfer 20-1 
7 Itsmyluckyday Eddie Plesa Jr.  10-1 
8 Java’s War Ken McPeek 30-1 
9 Mr Palmer Bill Mott 50-1 
10 Noble Tune Chad Brown 30-1 
11 Normandy Invasion Chad Brown 20-1 
12 Orb Shug McGaughey 10-1 
13 Overanalyze Todd Pletcher 30-1 
14 Oxbow D. Wayne Lukas 20-1 
15 Palace Malice Todd Pletcher 50-1 
16 Revolutionary  Todd Pletcher 15-1 
17 Shakin It Up Bob Baffert 30-1 
18 Shanghai Bobby Todd Pletcher 15-1 
19 Uncaptured Mark Casse 20-1 
20 Verrazano Todd Pletcher   7-2 
21 Vyjack Rudy Rodriguez 10-1 
22 War Academy Bob Baffert 30-1 
23 Will Take Charge D. Wayne Lukas 20-1 
24 All Others   6-1 
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